FRESH P 


Whercin the Controverlie between che People 


URSUTIT; 


calld ANABAPTISTS, and vs who arecall'd 


QUAKE R S, 15 RE- STATED, and our Charge of Forgery againſt Thomas Hicks, 


" i , , Gor an® 


/ 
; : BIR 
| ; þ 
4 - . 
£ La... . ke, 
% 


Brevity I can, to run through the whole Serics of the Controverſie. 
Thomas Hicks, a Preacher to the People called Anabapriſts, in or about the City of 
Lordor, publithed a Book againſt the Quakers, under the Title of A Dialogue berween a Chri- 
ſtian ad 4 Quaker, wherein (iaith he in the Title-page) is faithfully repriſented ſeme of the Chief 
ard moſt Concerning Opiniors of the Quakers ; rogether wuh their Methed and Manncr of Reaſo- 
ning in the D. f-nce thereof, cc, 
Sometime after came out a Second Part, and within a while a Third alo, both of tHe fame Pur- 


port with the former : The Fr ſt being induftricuſly ſcattered about the Nation, paſſed currently up 
and down for a while, the People not ſu.peRing :: to be Falſe and Fiftitious, compo'ed by one 


Lk what I write may be the more readily apprehended, I think it expedicnt, with what 


Purty only, with intent to Abx/e and Traduce another ; but receiving and read'ng it as a Real 


Conference or Diſcourſe, which had actually paſſed between a Quaker and ſome other, and was 
only publiſhed by T homas Hicks, as the Title-Page implyed : For who indeed, till this Inſtance 
given, could have believed, That Difference of Judgment in Religion could have ».fti2ared any one 
to that Pirch of Malice, and moſt exccrable Impicry, to Forge Errors, Falſhoods, Lyes, Con- 
tra !littons, and athx another's Name thereto, and that toc, unp. ovoak't. 

\Ve having at that time Controverſies depending with Adverfaries of another Name (though 
onc in Nature, and fince confederated againſt us) could not immediately U1.deceive the People. 
Bur yet it was not long before theſe Dalogues were anſwered in Print by Will am Penn, in two 
Books; the one called, Reaſon againft Rail:ng ; the other, The Counterfeit Chriſtian Derc&cd : 
In the latter of theſe, having made a diſtinct Section of For2ery, and therein ſet down alarge Ca- 
raloguc of Thomas Hikg's Forgeries, he cloſes the SeQticn with theſe words, pag. 28. © With you, 
© 1 People called Anabaptilts, 1 leave this Settton ; Right ws, Richr your ſelves; Right our Profeſſi- 
© 07 of ſuch an Unfair Adver/ary, and you- ſelves of ſo Scandalous an Advecate, Fis very next Se- 
ion in that Book bears this Title, Thar T. H. has grcſly perverted onr Wri'ings; whereof he 
gives no leſs then twenty Inſtances, and then concludes that Section alfo in the e words, p. 40. 
7 ons 92561 $+--jn:d my Obſervations on hs Perverfians, leaving them alſo with the People c28:d Ana-, 
< baptifts, upon whom 1 cannot chuſe but frequently call for Fuſtice againſt this their unjuſt member, &c,” 
a:Sin a PoſtTript tothe ſame Book, by another hand, are theſe words, © YYe expet# to bear what 
«© rhe Baptiſts 1 and about Londen, nill ſay ( as being appeal'd to) concerning therr Brother Tt.o, 


© Hicks's proceeding in his three Dialogues, and whether they approve theregf, or of ſuch Play- Booky or | 


© Romances about Religion, &C. And a few lines after, thus ; * Now, «f yoathe Trachers and Elaersy 
©&Cc, among the Baptized People, do not publickly clear your ſelves of Tho, Hicks, andtheſe bis unjuſt 
© Priceedints againſt uszand hereafter he further perſifts therein; we may take it for grantedzthat you owl 
© his work., and may juſtly deal with him, and purſue him not only as Tho. Hicks, but as the Baptiſts 
© oreat Champion, peculiar Agent,or Repreſentative : But if or ingenuonſly clear your ſelves of him and 
< 1.55 corrnqtypervers Wor kothen his future Miſcarriages will be chargeable only upon Tho, Hicks himſelf, 
© axd you will appear te the VVorld fofar clear;&c. | 2 
—T have been the more particular in relating theſe Pafſages that every one may fee and under 
ff.1.d, what the Nature of this Appeal was, what our [ntention in making it, and what the true By 

1c: of it : Which he that will ſtretch any further then to Matter of Fatt,muſt not only «offer V olente 


c mgoſed Underſtanding, can be perſwaded to believe, that we intended, by th.s Appeal, to con- 
ſtitute them Judges of our Faith, our DoArines, our Chrift:anity, our All, whom before-hand we 
certainly knew to be avowed Enemies to 4 and our-Priiciples ? To call for Juſtice againſt a man fa 
wion2ing our Principles, isnot to appeal whether our Principles be true in themſelves ; that is aw 
otiicr (Queſtion, | 
| have alio the rathzr inſiſted hereon, becauſe thoſe publick Diſputations, which have ſince hap 
p2ne4 between them and us, have ſeemed to take their Rice from this Appeal : For ſometime af- 
t:r the Publication of that Book, ſome of the Baprr/ſts of the City, taking notice of this Appeal, 
exorelt thcir Intention to call their Brotner Hicks to an Account, and in crder tFereunto (as they 
dec'arcd) they appointed a Day to hear him ; but not conſulting ovr Occaſ:ons inthe Chuce of the 
Day, as #2 Reaſun they ought to have done (unlels they had a mind to help iff there Brother with a 
Fetch, by bringing him upon his Purgation, when there ſhould be none tv make gocda Charge 
acSainlt him) it preved (l chuſe rather to ſay Accidentally, then Deſignedly, how a«ceprable ſecurr 
tyat Acc:deat was to them) at a time, when both Wrill-am Pcrn and G corge IVhitchead (rie Per.ons 
moſt immediately concerned in the Dzalooucs: were abſent from tie City, nor could (by Reaſcnof 
the Uncertainty of their Travails) by our Letters be advertiſed of it: And although this, upon 
the firſt Notice of their Intention, was forthwith ſignified unto them, and they deſired to defer their 
Meeting, until thoſe Friends of ours who were concerned could be preſent, That all vaty , oaſftins 
myght tc prcxemed ;, yetlo Reſolute they were to meet at that Time, that to many they gave 
Occaſion to think, they were not ſorry for our Friezds Abſence, 
They met, and that under Coloxr to do us Juſtice in thoſe Particulars, for which we had demanded 
it: Butalasz! how did they faulter? how did they pick and chuic ? how overtly did they ſecmto 
touch [ome fery, that they might the more ſlyly paſs by the reſt? And inſtead of examining whether 
thoſe W ords and Doctrines which T. H:cks had affirmed to be ours, were really and truly ours o#no, 
as he had aid thim down (which was the only Thing properly cognizable by them) they, as proud 
of their new Jrdicature, moſt malepertly took upon them to condemn us, as really holdingind 
{peaking thoſe Things, w hich their Brother had moſt falſly and m4l:rionſly invented in o'r Names and 
Perſons; this tzen was the Ifſue of that ſurreptitious Meeting, T he Innocent was 60nd miied, wrrid 
the Gut'ty acquitted; and of the like Generation we read, that Chriſt was cr#c;fi: d, 4:4 Barrabas ſer 
at Liberty; for in a Book of theirs, call'd, The Quakers Appeal anſwerca, ſubſcribed by many 
of the moſt eminent of them, (whoſe NamcsI here omit. intending to ſet them down. hereafter) 
and pabliſhed ſome Time after that Mecting ; they ſay, Hitherto we ſee ns Cauſe of Juſt Blame to 
bc {+14 unto T, Hicks. | 
Thus was that Meeting pretended for our Relicf, tvrnedt» our greaicy Atwſe ; our Encmies trs- 
1 mphed m their ftcll.n Vitory, and the Quakers were cryed down, both in City and Country, as 
ind:iſtrioully ſhunning a Publick Meeting, and not darins to ſtand by and make good rhe Charye they 
ta lid a62in't Tho, Hicks. 

Bt it refted not long thus; for ſoon after W. Fen's Return and Information of their Proceed- 


1195, he in Prizt exhibited a Complaint againſt them, with a Solemn Offer of a Publick Mecting, . 
where nt9 tome Nameleſs Pamphicteer returned a 7 7jftig An'wer : To this (though little defer- | 


and his Abertors, RE-ENFOR CED. 


; wing it) VV. Penn replyed 3 Nor was it long ere a drcll197 Rejoynder came forth, which, as well as 
the tormer, was ſo cunningly contrived, that being without a Name, the Baptiſts could either own 


or reject it, accoruing as the Si:cceſs ſhould encline them ; To this Nameleſs Rejoynder VV. Penh: 


he beſt) a oo Les, ſhewing the Unmanlineſs of (:ch D:ſ:n:ſes, and the /nſ.curity of all (even 


from ſuch baſe and court Alte -mp:s, renewing more vigorouily his former . omplaint 
and Solemn Offer of a Publick Meeting. Hard was it to per{wade them at all to hearker to it, and 
| long did we ftruggle with them before we could obtain to [mel a Piece of Juſtice: He that will take 


the Pains to peruſe thoſe intercurlory Pap2rs, may perceive ſome of the Ticks and Shyrs, that 
were artificially uſed to avoid it. 


| Atlength our Jmportunity (like the poor Widows, Luk 18 revailed,agd 

ted to be held at Far vican A the gth Vay of the 8th _ Ky at which (by mutual Agreement 
between them and us in Writing tirſt made) . our Charoe againſt Tio. Hicks, containing very miny 

 gro's Forgeries, Perverſions, Falſheods, Slanders, & Cc. was 10 be firſt publickly read, tnen in Pat - 

Isculars, examined and diſcuſt, before any Thing ele {ould be propoted; and T. Hicks was oblie- 


ged to give a brief and direc Anſwer to each Particular Head of onr Charge : But contrary to their 
Poſitive Agreement, after the Charge had been read through,and T, t/ic+s heard with much Patience 
in his tedious Apology, 


they made an /mpertinem Excurſion upon the very firſt Head of our C hargdy 
an1 would by no Perſwaſion, Intreaty or Importunity be induc'd to return again thereto: Anulv 
abſolutely did they by this 4- 


hearing us make good our Charge againſt Tho, Hicks, they took upon them to zn1c7rogate #s CON- 


1 Fudg ment backwards : This was th 


| expected this Offer had 


| ſelves v5.4, wa 


cerning our Faith and Dotriges ; and he that was the Accuſed made himfelf he Accuſcr, ſo turning 


e Bapriſts Sort of Juſtice at B.rbican, But I intend not here a par- 
that being already in Print, and beſide my pre'ent Purpofe ; I 
that before it ended, wehad an Offer from T.1lant (one of their 
upon which we conde cended to his Requeſt for the dilmiſſing of that - We 


been made in Earneſt, but found it nothing ſo ; for from that Time coi Jd 
we never get them to conſent with us for another Public k Meer »; . When therefore we had waited 


ſome Dayes, and induftriouſly (bat 52 vain) endeavoured to procure it from them ; weheld orr 


[ a in Vindication of that Holy Truth and Name which we profeſs, from the foul Aſper- 
ſftons which T0. | 


' Hicks had caſt upon them) to appoint a Meeting for that End our ſelves, as- our 
Mect mng- Houſe near Wheeler.$S treet, 


ſence there; but neither would T. Hicks nor #, K iffin appear. 


ticular Aecount of that Meeting, 
only therefore here take Notice, 
Teachers) for another, 


Tho. Plant, and ſome few others came, bringing with them one Fer. Ives (whom alſo they had 


: | another Meeting, whereat Two. Hicks himſelf ſhould be preſent, to make his own De 
to our Words, but even commit Out-rage upon common Senſe and Reaſery; For what man, of 


entertained a+ an Auxiliary inthe former Engagement) He being cloſely preſt, cid acknowledge, 
thas be was deputed by Tho. Hicks, to undertake his Defence, promnſins, that ſo far as he entered ur10 
it, Tho. Hicks ſhould be thereby conclud:d; But this was nothing elſe but a meer Equ#vocation ; for 
he would not meddle with the Charge at all, but with the reft of them, cried out, when it was of- 
ter'd to beread, Je will not have any Charge read; and by their frequent and obſtinate Clamours 


| they obſtructed it. I paſs over the Particularities of this Meceting alſo, there being a diſtinct Nar- 


ative-of it, to which Lrefer, Yet before we parted, Tho. Plant again engaged that we Þ auldhhava 
ence* Br 


from that time to this we cannot prevail with the Bapriſts, to conſent with us for another Merting 
| 


tions, asthey know we cannot admit of. 


And to divert us, if poſſibly, from any further Purſuit of it, another Srraragem hath fince been 
{et on foot by their Advoare Fer, Ives, who hath lately publiſhed a Daring Challenge, «undertaking 
to prove; that the Quakers are no Chriſtians : But this De ſign of theirs was ſo weakly lail, that it 
| appears to. every clear Underſtanding, to be a meer Shift, to bury (if it be poſſible) our Charge in 
| Silence, and by raiſing a V. w Noſe, to drown our former Complaint for Fuſtice againſt Tho. Hicks. 

However, though the T-r247 be diſcove-ed, and the Chall:nger known to be unworthy of an An- 
| ſyer (being very unfit to U :-Chriſt:an:ze others for Noftrines, who himſelf in Converlation 
| ſcarce 4 ſober Heath) yer lowil'ing we are, inthe Strength of the Lord, to engage with any of 
| our Adverfartes,whether Single or Confederate, in Defence of our moſt Holy Faith, that we have 
| already in Print declared or Readine's to give them a Put lick Aecring for that End, ſo ſoon 4s the 

preſent Controverhic 8s broight toafair {ſſi;e : But as that was in order of Trme before this, and as we 
are ſenſible that this is an A- :ifice invented on purpoſe to divert us from the Purſuance of that 3 io 
wearereſolved to proſecare that with t filet, and not to take notice of this, or any other ſuch /aiz 
{ and Falſe ll :rms, until Tho, Hicks thall have pablickly confeſt rhe Injury br bath publickly done us, 
or by his continued Retreats and Lurking, at leaſt, »pl:citeiy acknowledze tt. | 

In Purſuance of waich Reſolution, 7, w':1o am,one of the People called 2uzkers, do hereby, on 
the behalf of my Brethren and my ſelf, publickly Re-charge the ſaid Thomas Hicks with many foul 
Forgeries, groſs Perverſions, notorious Falſhoods, Slanders and Defamatory Expreſſions, by 442: 
nary _ the ken by rs fore-mention'd Books ;, which Charge [ rake upon me to make gocd 
| apatnſt him, veſore a publick and free Auditory. Ard I do hereb FB PY 
2 charge all thoſe hu Brethren (whoſe Rs are ſubſcribed WIG 7h DO + roy kl 
| to a Book of theirs, call'd The Quak-rs Appeal aniwer'd, t0- J. Go'nel, Th. Paul, Han. Forty, 
| ; . | $ ] Norcot, T.wil oks, R.Snellino, 

gether with thetr Champton ]. Ives) with being acceſſory to the M. Kins : Th, p] « 
ſaid Forgeries, Perverſions, Slanders, &c. favouring, coun- ] I-2ow.4 ng. I. As 
| tenancing, abettins or defending the ſaid Tho, Hicks therein : . : ri WW —_ by unter 

And rhis Charge ] fix and leave upon all their Heads, until Fu- 2: ne q. : £ of J. _ 
ſtice be publickly done us hercin;which Ido hereby ſolemnly demand eta ' @ ” 0 we Maſon, 
of the whole Body of the Baptiſts throus hout this Nation (many *" ngleton, Dr. Jam. Barton, 


of whom Iam perſwaded own not ſuch Injuſtice) as they wil anſwer it before the Trſt God, and 
in the Heart of every Upright Man, 


| 


Micah 3.9. Hear this, 1 pray you, ye —— that abhor Judgment, and pervert all Equity, 


An Hypocrite with his Mouth deſtreyeth his Neighbour , but through Knowledge tt all the Juſt be 
delivered, Prov. 11. 9, 


The 21th of the gth 
Monthy' 1674. 


Thom.s Ellw 0d. 


! 


2 Meeting was appoin- , 


bur all' our Endeavours are render'd ineffet ual, by their interpoſing ſuck Reſtrictions and Limita- ' 


-» 


FY 


tifice invert the Intention and End of that Meeting, that inſtead of 


of which we gave them Seaſonable Notice, deſiring their Ir - 
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